


Christine Stoffel, Founder SEAT/Executive Director ALSD-IT Division and Business 

Development Director-Insight ConnectedSports& Entertainment Practice

Christine Stoffel is Founder of SEAT, Sports & Entertainment Alliance in Technology; serves as 

Executive Director for the ALSD-IT Division and ALSD Board of Directors and works for Insight 

as the National Business Development Director for ConnectedSports & Entertainment Practice. 

As the National Practice Director for Insightôs Connected Real Estate and Sports and 

Entertainment Practice, Christine is responsible for all aspects of services strategy and delivery 

of IT services in the real estate and sports and entertainment vertical markets. These services 

include the assessment, solution architecture, configuration, integration, asset disposal, lifecycle 

management, financial options, and more 

Prior to joining Insight, Ms Stoffel was the Vice President of Information Technology for the 

Arizona Diamondbacks. During her tenure, Ms. Stoffel re-architected the companyôs IT network 

during the offseason to migrate from a server system and core network data switch infrastructure 

used in conjunction with the NBAôs Phoenix Suns when both teams were part of one company. 

She also orchestrated a complete refresh of computer equipment throughout the organization 

and enabled the D-backs to become a leader in cutting edge technology among all Major League 

Baseball teams and throughout the sports industry by brokering unique partnerships with tech 

giants Dell, Nortel and Microsoft. The new technological tools Stoffel brought into the 

organization allowed D-backs employees to make easier and faster decisions for themselves 

and the company while also building a stable core network infrastructure in the ballpark to allow 

the club to deploy interactive wireless solutions for its fans.

Prior to joining the D-backs, Ms. Stoffel was the Vice President, Information Technology & 

Strategic Operations for the Phoenix Coyotes from 2006-07, overseeing all technology systems 

for the Coyotes, Arizona Sting lacrosse team and Jobing.com Arena. She completed numerous 

cost-saving and revenue-producing technology projects for the hockey club, including a complete 

voice, data, wireless and multimedia communications system that was installed by Nortel to 

ensure that all staff, vendors and guests in Jobing.com Arena had high-speed communications 

no matter where they were.

To further enhance the use of information technology throughout the sports industry, Stoffel 

founded the Sports and Entertainment Alliance in Technology Consortium (SEAT IT) in 2006. 

SEAT IT offers IT professionals innovative networking and communication channels to focus on 

everyday and industry-unique challenges facing sports teams, along with creating a foundation to 

tackle the latest technologies and newest challenges through the cooperation and the leveraging 

of shared knowledge and strategies. 



Larry Bonfante, CIO-United States Tennis Association and

Founder of CIO BenchCoachExecutive Coaching

Larry Bonfante has held executive leadership positions over 

the past 27 years in the Financial, Pharmaceutical, Not for 

Profit, Consulting, and Sports and Entertainment industries. 

He has received numerous industry accolades including 

being named as one of Computerworldôs Premier 100 IT 

Leaders in 2009. As Chief Information Officer at the United 

States Tennis Association, Larryôs team is responsible for all 

information technology related services supporting the US 

Open, the most highly attended annual sporting event in the 

world. 

Larry has served as a mentor and executive coach for many 

IT leaders in various industries. He serves as President of 

the Westchester-Fairfield chapter of SIM and is a founding 

member of the CIO Executive Council. Larry has been a 

guest lecturer for the Masters Degree programs at Columbia 

University, NYU, and Polytechnic Institute. He is an 

accomplished public speaker who has presented at many 

industry conferences and writes a monthly leadership column 

and blog for CIO Insight magazine.



Tod Caflisch 
Vice President of IT, New Orleans Hornets 

After working in Dallas for IBM and EDS, Mr. Caflisch joined the San 

Antonio Spurs as the organizations first Computer Resource Manager, 

where he was responsible for a handful of computers and generating 

graphics and animations displayed on the JumboTRON during Spurs 

games. Sixteen years and four NBA Championships later he had 

ascended to the position of Director of Information Technology. In this 

position he was responsible for the day-to-day IT operations of the 

Spurs, Rampage (AHL), Silver Stars (WNBA) and the AT&T Center 

arena. While with Spurs Sports & Entertainment he was also 

responsible for the planning and implementation of the voice and data 

infrastructure of the AT&T Center arena and Spurs practice facility.

Today he serves as the Vice President of Information Technology for 

the New Orleans Hornets. Mr. Caflisch was recently chosen to lead 

the organizationôs IT efforts, re-establishing technology standards and 

operations following the franchiseôs return to New Orleans after 

relocating to Oklahoma City due to Hurricane Katrina. Current projects 

with the Hornets include CRM, digital signage, mobile marketing, fan 

experience wireless integration and database development.

Mr. Caflisch is a Microsoft Certified System Engineer with a bachelor's 

degree from Framingham State College where he played four years of 

varsity football. He and his wife, Debbie, have four children, Christian, 

Kylie, Erica and Collin.



Kevin Naylor
Vice President of IT Indiana Pacers 

Mr. Naylor joined the US Navy after attending Dekalb

Community College and Served as a Data Systems 

Technician for 6 years aboard the USS Tattnall (DDG-

19). He started his post naval career by joining a high tech 

semiconductor company located in the heart of Silicon Valley 

where he worked for 4 years. Mr. Naylor left California prior 

to the .dot com era and began a new venture in the PC arena 

based in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

After several stints with small PC -based consultant 

companies, accepted the position of Director of IT for the 

Indiana Pacers. Mr. Naylor was instrumental in the design 

and planning of the Conseco Fieldhouse, the new home of 

the Indiana Pacers (NBA) and Fever (WNBA) as well as host 

of a variety of other events ranging from family shows to rock 

concerts. He was promoted to his current position as Vice 

President of IT in 2008.

Mr. Naylor has devoted his career to continuing his legacy of 

supporting the Indiana Pacers and all Conseco Fieldhouse

events with the best IT support at any venue worldwide. 

He is married to Julie Naylor and has 2 sons Kyle and Kevin.



Craig Neeb
Vice President/CIO International Speedway Corporation 

Craig Neeb serves as International Speedway Corporation's Vice 

President, Multi-Channel Marketing and Chief Information Officer. 

Neeb is responsible for executing and optimizing multi-channel 

marketing programs associated with ISC's consumer marketing 

strategy. Specific areas of operational oversight include MRN Radio, 

interactive media, ISC's Contact Center, Creative Development, 

Motorsports Images and Archives, direct mail and print operations. 

Also, Mr. Neeb also oversees ISC's information technology 

organization with specific emphasis on positioning technology to 

maximize its impact on business strategies as well as the Company's 

strategic planning process.

Mr. Neeb has been with ISC for over 10 years. During that time Neeb

has successfully developed and implemented ISCôs Strategic Internet 

initiative, developed and implemented a state of the art ticketing 

solution, ERP implementation utilizing PeopleSoft, campaign 

management solution, sponsorship CRM/order management solution 

and a state of the art mobile retail point of sale technology. The 

Internet Strategy focused on providing an intuitive and informative site 

design for guests of ISC facilities.

The custom developed ticketing application was a rationalization of 

three legacy systems into a browser based CRM model. All the 

technology employed enhances ISCôs ability to effectively market and 

retain its customers. 



John Avenson
Vice President of IT, Minnesota Twins 

John Avenson who begins his 17th year with the Twins in 

2010, was named Vice President of Technology on 

December 22, 2006. Prior to being named to his current 

position, Avenson served as Director of Baseball 

IS/Network. John oversees and manages the purpose of 

technology for all disciplines of the organization.

Maintaining a close relationship with the Baseball 

Department, he wrote the application the team uses for 

Scouting and Player Development. Avenson also wrote the 

fan based óTwingoô application that has been adopted by 

many other Major and Minor League teams. Building on his 

broad experience with the unique systems the Twins depend 

on, Avenson has played an integral part in the planning and 

implementation of innovative technology in the new ballpark.

Prior to joining the Twins, Avenson served with the Unites 

States Marine Corps where he maintained aircraft 

information for RF-4B and F/A-18 squadrons. A graduate of 

the University of Minnesota with a degree in Computer 

Science, Avenson and his wife Katie, along with sons Perry, 

Simon, and Sidney; and daughter Lucy reside in Minnetonka.



Jeff Collard
President-Omnivex

Jeff Collard is President of Omnivex Corporation 

(www.omnivex.com), the developer of enterprise-wide 

software that manages all aspects of digital signage 

networks, including content management, real-time data 

acquisition and distribution, and remote device management.

Jeff is the driving force behind the companyôs sales and 

marketing activities and relationships with its business 

partners. He previously held senior positions at ESAB and 

Union Carbide in marketing, sales, R&D, production and 

operations over a period of 20 years. 

Jeff holds a degree in Engineering from the University of 

Windsor. He can be reached at jcollard@omnivex.com

http://www.omnivex.com/
mailto:jcollard@omnivex.com


Sasha Puric
Senior Director IT, Toronto Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment Ltd   

Sasha Puric is an Information Technology professional with more than 20 years of 

experience in telecommunications, network infrastructure, systems analysis and 

business continuation assessment, planning and execution. 

Prior to joining MLSE in 1998, he worked at Partners Computer Systems where he 

implemented IT systems for a variety of client organizations and industries. 

In his present role as Senior Director of Information Technology, Puric is responsible for 

the strategic planning and execution of all IT initiatives for every MLSE brand and 

business including the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Toronto Raptors, Air Canada Centre, 

Toronto Marlies, Toronto FC, BMO Field, Ricoh Coliseum, Master Card Centre and three 

digital TV networks ð Leafs TV, Raptors NBA TV and GOLTV. 

He currently leads a team of 17 professionals who are responsible for meeting the IT 

needs of more than 600 full time and 1,800 part-time employees and manage the 

network infrastructure that serves as the backbone for Canadaôs biggest sports and 

entertainment company. Puricôsteam also manages telecommunications, and provides 

business systems support for MLSEôs Finance, Ticketing and Broadcast departments, as 

well as, retail, food and beverage point of sale systems for all venues, team 

management systems and technology support for tens of thousands of visiting 

journalists, promoters and artists visiting Air Canada Centre, Ricoh Coliseum and BMO 

Field. 

Some of Puricôsrecent high-profile projects include: providing IT execution support for 

Maple Leaf Square, MLSEôs $500 million sports and entertainment development that is 

adjacent to Air Canada Centre, and developing IT infrastructure for the MasterCard 

Centre for Hockey Excellence, the Maple Leafs and Marlies new practice facility and the 

first community ice facility built in Toronto in 28 years.

In 1998 and 1999, Puric played an instrumental role in integrating the information 

systems for the Maple Leafs and the Raptors when the two organizations merged to form 

Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment and moved into the newly built Air Canada Centre.

When he is not cheering for his beloved Maple Leafs, Raptors, Marlies and Toronto FC, 

Puric enjoys skiing, reading and playing squash.


